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2021 

 
The Annual Church Meeting  

Will NOT BE IN January, due to Covid-19 

 

The Annual Meeting is rescheduled for  

April 25, 2021 

After the service 

Look inside for more details 
 

     

 
 



 

 

Thoughts from the pastor….. 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Happy New Year!  My prayer for Augustana is that 2021 will be a year of experiencing 

the newness of God's work in and among the people of Augustana as we prepare to 

return to the fullness of being church together.  As I think of you and our life together I 

am reminded of St. Paul's words to the Thessalonians; 

"
16

Rejoice always, 
17

pray without ceasing, 
18

give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
19

Do not quench the Spirit. 
20

Do not despise the words of prophets, 
21

but test everything; hold fast to what 

is good; 
22

abstain from every form of evil. 
23

May the God of peace himself 

sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24

The one who calls you is 

faithful, and he will do this." (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24) 

Verse 24 really stands out for me as I think of you this month.  "The one who calls you"; 

the very God who called the mountains to rise up from the earth, and the rivers to flow 

into mighty oceans, has called you, the people of Augustana, to be a church in Hobart, 

IN.  Humbling isn't it.  We must remember that it is God who calls every church in 

every land into existence.  It is God's church not ours.  We must also remember that the 

one who calls is also faithful.  Yes, God is faithful to God's creation.  God created us 

"Good", and God is faithful to that goodness even when we are not, and God shows us 

this in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. It is because of God's faithfulness that we are 

able to return that faithfulness even in the smallest of measures.  As members of God's 

church this should be our primary duty and concern. 

 

One of the biggest problems that I see in the church, and this means all of the churches 

that I have ever been to in my life, is that there are too many (including me) who want to 

see the church created in their image rather than the image of God.  This is what causes 

the strife and division as we can never reconcile the different images of what the church 

should be.  God created only one church.  We created the mess of being CHURCH.  

Now let us do the work to seek the true image of what church should be the image of 

God.   

 

To restore the true image of God in the church and to create an atmosphere of 

faithfulness in 2021 we are going to go back to our roots as St. Paul promotes in his 

letter, to “Pray without ceasing”. We are going to participate in a yearlong commitment 

to prayer.  Every leader, the pastor, every council member, every person is asked to 

spend time in 2021 in prayer.  Through prayer we connect to the very essence of a holy 

God.  Through prayer we are opened up to new realities and possibilities within the 

church that God has given us. Through prayer we feel God's presence and hear the Holy 

Spirits direction for our lives together.  Through prayer we begin to understand the 

peace of God that transcends all of our understanding.  My prayer is that we will 

become a church that prays, and that Augustana Lutheran Church in Hobart, IN will 

become a church that reflects the image of God in all that it does. 

 

Until next time, Peace, 

 

Pastor Scott 

 
 

 

 
 

We remember in 

prayer our brothers 

and sisters in Christ, 

our shut-ins, our 

hospitalized, ill or 

recovering, and all 

our men and women 

serving in the military. 
 

Deaths 

Jill Ann Green –  

Non Member 

 

Baptisms 

None in December 

 

First Communion or 

Confirmation  

None in December 

 

Weddings 

None in December 

 

Hospitalized 

Donna Lute 

Norma Lewis 

 

New Members 

None in December 

 

 

 

 

 

Masonry Brick 

Fund 

(Tuckpointing) 

To date 

$11,465.00 
 

Kitchen Fund  

$7,193.69 

 

 



 

 

Committees & 

Gatherings 

 

Confirmation 

Confirmation will be meeting  

Remotely by email and on 

Augustana’s YouTube page. 

 

Rebecca Circle 

Rebecca Circle is not meeting yet. 

 

Hope Circle 

Hope Circle is not meeting yet. 

 

Needlers 

Needlers will meet the 1
st
 & 3

rd
 

Friday of every month, in the fireside 

room at 7:00 pm.  All are invited. 

 

Altar Guild for November 

Sheila Ellis, Heidi Freckelton & 

Karen Freckelton 

 

Offering Stewards 

Judy Connell, Jenni Roberts, Monica 

Deck, Chuck Daniels, Walt 

Yovanovich 

 

Birthday Offerings 

Bob Zucher, Jane Freeman, Will 

Roberts, Veronica Cochran, Dianna 

Janes, Irene Kellinger, Ronald Deck, & 

Betty Soderstrom 

 

Bible Study at Augustana 

Bible Study has been stopped through 

the winter months. 

 

 Donut Angels  

We are looking for someone to be the 

Donut Angel in January. Call the 

church office if you’re interested. 

 

Plastic Caps 

We are collecting plastic caps again, 

though we really have never stopped. 

You can drop them off on Thursday and 

Fridays from 11-1pm 

 

 

Augustana Food Baskets 

Next food pantry is January 19
th

. 

We helped 18 families in the Month 

of December. 

Augustana Families, 

We are passing out food pantry bags 

on Thursday and Friday’s from 11-

1:00pm, and we are accepting 

monetary donations. We are giving 

gift cards and non-perishable food 

to our food pantry people. We 

appreciate all of the support we 

receive from our Augustana family. 

Stay Safe !! 

 

 

Puppy Pantry 

I am expanding the help for 

Hobart Humane Society and 

Cat Society. I have a container 

by the entryway next to the 

food pantry bin. It has a list of 

needs for cats & dogs. If you 

can’t get to either shelter to 

donate, I will be glad to take 

donations. Just place it in the 

blue container.  

Ruth Mueller 
 

 

 First Communion 

Dear Friends in Christ 

 

First Communion for the year 2021 

will be held on Sunday February 

14th, which is the Feast of the 

Transfiguration of our Lord, and the 

last Sunday of the Epiphany.  If your 

child is in the 3rd grade or above and 

has not received First Communion 

instruction then I would like to invite 

your child to take this 4 session 

course with me at the church.  Each 

session is 45 minutes and will be held 

on a day and time that is the best 

suited for the majority of the 

students.  We will start the week of 

January 17—January 23 and hold 1 

session per week.  Please let me 

know if your child will be attending. 

 

Peace     

  

 pastorscott315@gmail.com 

    

 765-343-2275 call or text 

Pastor Scott 

 

 

Worship & Music 

Worship & Music’s next meeting is 

January 6th at 5:30. 

 

Pledge Update 

We have received 78 pledges, so far, 

with a Total of $153,844.00. 

If you would still like to make a 

pledge, please ask the church office 

for a pledge card to fill out or call 

Walt Yovanovich at 219-364-2352. 

 

Augustana’s Website 

Visit our NEW WEBSITE! 

augustanahobart.com 
(A great way to view the worship 

service and weekly news, if you 

can’t make it to church).  

Also, look us up on Facebook @ 

Augustana Lutheran Church 

ELCA. It’s a great way to 

communicate and stay connected. 

(This is our private page.) 

 

Watch Sunday morning 

services at 10:00am on 

Facebook – 

AugustanaLutheranChurch-
Hobart 
 

On Line Giving 

 
 

If you are interested in Online 

Giving please sign into the link 

below and create an Account. 

Please ONLY USE CHECKING 

ACCOUNTS when setting up 

Online Giving. 

 Augustana will be charged 

additional fees if you use a debit or 

credit card, so we encourage you 

not to use these. 

URL Address: 
https://www.acionlinegiving.com/4

859 

 

 

https://www.acionlinegiving.com/4859
https://www.acionlinegiving.com/4859


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council News 
Notes from the Council meeting -December 11th, 2020  
 

Council Mtg –  
The council met while social distancing with masks in 

the social hall.  

 

Pastors report –  
Pastor Scott submitted the report of the Pastor which 

summarized his month up nicely in the activities of the 

Pastor. Groups are meeting again within the church and 

the preschool has opened its doors. Life is re-invigorated 

at the church and we are taking slow strides to ensure our 

members are able to worship safely. Pastor Scott is 

concerned about the rise in Covid-19 cases in Lake and 

Porter counties. He continues to monitor and feel we 

have a good plan in place. We are now worshiping in 

person with holy communion every Sunday. So far 

everything is going well as we will continue to grow 

these services as needed. Pastor Scott continues to create 

daily devotions that are posted to our 2 facebook cites. 

He continues to digitize the church documents, and mail 

our sparkhouse to the children of Sunday School age. 

Also Pastor continues to deliver DVDs to our 

homebound members. Furthermore, confirmation will 

continue virtual classes for the rest of the year.  

 

Finance and treasurer report – 

 Income and expense statement was close to even for the 

month of November. Our year to date budget difference 

is minus $17,000. The PPE loan forgiveness was 

approved for was almost $19,000. Thank you to those 

that helped with the process. Finance committee 

recommended a switch of our time capsule in previous 

months from Wells Fargo to Edward Jones. Council 

voted to approve the switch to a mutual fund from an 

American Funds family for long term growth.  

 

Other council notes- 

 Council voted to suspend the Annual meeting until the 

Spring of 2021 due to Covid. Council members will 

continue their term until the next annual meeting.  

Next meeting January 14th 

Foundation News 
AUGUSTANA FOUNDATION MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 11, 2020 
 

Educational scholarship plaque was updated and re-

hung in the Narthex. 

 

 General Grants- A total of 19 grants were awarded in 

2020. 

 

1.Augustana Worship and Music- live stream 

equipment $1,000 

2. Answer for Pregnancy Aid- assistance to new 

mothers $500 

3.Caring Place- domestic violence shelter $1,500 

4. Himalayan Cataract Project- cure blindness $1,000 

5. Deck Scholarship- Sharilyn Wendy- assistance with 

seminary expenses $1,000 

6. Exceptional Equestrians (EEU)- therapeutic training 

$1,000 

7. Habitat for Humanity- building housing for those in 

need $1,000 

8. Hobart Food Pantry- local food pantry- $3,500 

 

9. Lutheran World Relief- Beirut, Lebanon explosion- 

$2,000 

10. Night Ministry, Chicago- ministry offering warm 

clothing and meals to the homeless- $2,000 

11. Pastor Poisel- economic emergency relief for 

family $1,000 

12. SAFE Coalition for Human Rights- human 

trafficking- $1,000 

13. Spastic Paraplegia Foundation, medical research 

for HSP/PLS- $1,000 

14. St. Jude House- Women’s shelter- $1250 

15. Lutheran Child & Family Services- $1,000 

16. Unlocking Communities- training program in 

Haiti- $1,000 

17. Sojourner Truth- day shelter and assistance - 

$1,500 

18. Feeding America- food bank emergency appeal- 

$500 

19. Pastor Scott’s discretionary fund- $2,000 

 

Lutheran World Relief- Jan Buzolitz gave an update on 

the Beirut, Lebanon explosions loss and it was 

approved that we give a $2,000 donation, as reflected 

in the above line item.  
Paul Palichuk reported there are ample funds in our 

checking/saving accounts and I designated funds to cover 

the end of year grant requests.  

Next meeting- to be announced at a later date due to the 

uncertainty of the Annual Church meeting. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:21pm 



 

 

Trimming of Tree 

 

 

 

January Birthday’s 
                                                                                                    

1- Mrs. Laura Kinder 

2- Nicolas Lindy 

3 - Mrs. Lisa Crizer, Joshua Edmond 

4-  Mrs. Diane Isakson 

Mrs. Maggie Steinburg 

5 -    Mrs. Marci Cooper 

6 -    Mr. Jeffrey Edmond 

Mrs. Tammy Hoggard, Mrs. Lila Johnson 

7 -    Mr. Rocco Pavese 

9 –   Emma MacSwiney, Victor Morales 

10 -   Mr. Carl Sims, Peyton Griffith 

Mr. Mark Steinburg 

11 -   Mr. LeRoy Rappatta 

Thea Burt, Mrs. Rebecca Soboleski 

12 -   Mrs. Shelley King 

13 -   Mr. Paul Allen 

14 -   Miss Erin Strang 

15- Mrs. Carrie Brown, Leland Garcia 

18 -   Mr. Joe Clemmons 

19 -   Tracy Eustace, Mr. Bryan George 

20 -   Mr. Gregory Roberts 

Brianna Roark 

22 -   Mr. David Wilson, Sr. 

Mrs. Joyce Daniels, Baylee Dopiriak 

23 -   Claire Brown, Julie Sudroff 

24 - Mrs. Kay Rieck, Mrs. Mary Kelm 

Mrs. Sue Sutton 

25 - Jacob Deck, Olivia Gonzalez 

Christian Morales, Joseph Sullivan Jr. 

29 -   Mr. Ernest Wheeler 

Mr. Fred Larson 

30-   Mrs. Shannon Palichuk 

Mr. Justin Claussen 

31 -Mr. Joseph Dennis 

 

 
      

Paper Recycling Bin 

Please, please, bring your old newspapers, magazines 

and flattened cardboard to church with you and drop 

it off in the Paper Retriever Bin, located in the parking 

lot!! We earn money for Recycling, so Please Try to 

Help Out!!! 

 

 

 

Thank You 
My best wishes to my Augustana Family for 

all the prayers, cards and phone calls. That 

made my recovery more bearable. It’s such a 

pleasure to be a member of this caring 

congregation.  

May the Lord Bless you and Keep you. 

Bud Hart 

 

Augustana Church Family, 

Thank you for our special gift bag for 

Christmas shut-in’s. 

Wayne & Donna Lute 

 

Augustana Church Family,  

Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for the shut-in gift bags. 

Leslie & Nancy Doepping 
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December 22, 2020  

 

Due to the ongoing concerns with COVID the council has decided it would be best if we 

postponed the annual meeting to April 25, 2021. We discussed the possibility of 

conducting a “virtual” meeting but it is not quite practical given the importance of 

determining a quorum, general discussion and voting.  The late April date should provide 

us with the opportunity to conduct the meeting outdoors in the event that there are still 

concerns about indoor gatherings. 

All council positions and committee appointments will remain as is until we meet in 

April. Should this prove to be inconvenient for anyone please contact Jackie and we will 

make the appropriate accommodations.  

We apologize for the inconvenience but feel very strongly that this is the best course of 

action. Please feel free to contact Pastor Scott, Jackie or myself if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

David Wilson 

President 

Augustana Lutheran Church 
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December 29, 2020 

RE: First Communion 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

According to our records your child is of age to receive their 1
st
 Communion.  Although 

communion is purely an act of grace bestowed upon us by a loving God, I would like to invite you 

and your child to attend a 4 week orientation to learn a little why God has given us such a gift.  

The sessions will last 45 minutes each, at a time determined by you the parents in order to fit this 

in to your already busy schedules.  The sessions are entitled: 

 

 God creates 

 God invites 

 God feeds & forgives 

 God sends  

 

Please contact the office to let us know if your child will be participating and Pastor Scott will 

arrange a time to meet that is best for all.  This is an important faith step in the life of your child, 

and I pray that this is something that you will want to do for your child. 

 

Peace, 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Scott D. Mauch 

Pastor, Augustana Lutheran Church 
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To the Family of: 

 

   

Recipe from the Church Kitchen 
 

 

Chex Treat 
 

1 cup brown sugar 

½ cup dark Karo syrup 

½ cup margarine or butter 

1 – 12 oz box Rice Chex or Corn Chex cereal 

2 cups whole pecans 

 

Preheat oven to 250 degrees. Empty cereal into a 9 x 13 baking pan. Sprinkle pecans 

over the top of cereal. Mix first 3 ingredients in saucepan and bring to a full rolling 

boil. Turn off heat and carefully pour the liquid over the cereal. Bake for 1 hour, 

stirring every 15 minutes to coat the cereal & pecans. When baking time is up, pour 

out the contents on waxed or parchment paper. With a spatula break apart the 

cereal & cool. 

 

Renee’ Shannon 


